
Magical Puglia Tour 
Passeggiate in Puglia   
October 15 - 25, 2019  

with Mariana Fiorentino and YLTOUR 
 

October 15 - Welcome to Puglia 
Upon your arrival at the Bari airport, you will be met by our driver and escorted to the first 

of our tour accommodations in romantic Polignano a Mare. Staggering cliffs and sea! Following 

check in, there is time to relax and unwind before our welcome dinner at the stunning “borgo” 

of Polignano a Mare.  

October 16 - The Valle D’Itria - Passeggiate in Alberobello and Cisternino 
Following a sumptuous buffet breakfast, we drive to magical Alberobello (a World Heritage 

site). Our guide will share the many stories about the trulli (small conical-roofed houses of 

picturesque white washed stones). Nowhere else in the world will you find such a unique town.  

Facciamo una “passeggiata fotografica” amidst these architectural wonders and the 

Baroque architecture. The small town of Cisternino is considered "uno dei borghi più belli 

d'Italia," with breathtaking vistas worthy of many photos. 

Lunch is an event in itself! We will savour local specialty foods and local wines. Later we visit 

a local winery and return to our hotel to unwind and enjoy dinner on our own. 
 

October 17 - Astonishing Matera - Border Crossing 
Today we slip across the border into Basilicata where we explore the UNESCO World 

Heritage town of Matera. Carlo Levi’s book, “Christ Stopped at Eboli” was based on Matera and 

“Passion of the Christ” was filmed here. Matera is little visited and unique. It has been named 

the European capital of Culture for 2019. Its history and the stunning sassi will leave you 

speechless. It is the most outstanding intact example of a troglodyte settlement in the 

Mediterranean region. We stop in the beautiful town of Altamura on our return to our hotel 

where we pay a visit to a 100 year old bakery.  

October 18 - Brindisi and Griko Salento  
Today we say goodbye to Polignano a Mare and travel south to discover a totally different 

area of the Salento called Griko Salento, the Hellenic area of Salento. Here you are treated to 

another unique experience - a stay at a traditional Masseria. We get to meet and talk with 

locals and experience their way of life. Many will become fast friends and amici for life!  

We stop in Brindisi for a passeggiata along the waterfront following visits to archeological 

sites and Mariana’s favorite church. We enjoy an exquisite pranzo and taste a variety of wines 

before continuing our journey to the Griko village of Sternatia where we settle into our rooms 



at the Masseria. There is plenty of time to explore the property and to enjoy the pool and relax 

before dinner. 
 

October 19 - Discovering Tiny Villages with Giant Treasures 
Today we explore many small towns heavily influenced by the Greeks. Surprises of centuries 

old Frescoes, delicious local pastries, and chocolate tastings round out this day of discovery. We 

enjoy a relaxing evening with dinner on site. 

The Salento region runs from Lecce to the southernmost point of the heel. It is a treasure of 

old towns called borghi and a haven for sea lovers. It is a vast almost non-stop strip of golden 

sand and transparent azure waters on both coasts - Adriatic and Ionian, hence the term, “the 

land between two seas.” 

 

October 20 - Otranto and Castro 
Today we visit the beautiful southeastern part of the heel. First is the seaside jewel of 

Otranto. We explore the historic town and the Cathedral with its renown medieval mosaic 

floor, The Tree of Life. A drive along the coast for a seaside lunch in Castro begins with a stop at 

the easternmost point in Italy - the stunning Lighthouse and surprising bauxite pit. We discover 

our bread baking skills back at the Masseria and enjoy a wonderful dinner with local wines and 

great conversation, and marvel at the loaves we have baked.  

 

October 21 - The Authentic Southwest: Gallatina, Gallipoli, Nardo and Santa 

Maria al Bagno 
Today we bid farewell to our Masseria. Our first passeggiata is in Galatina, home to Santa 

Caterina Basilica, an example of Pugliese Romanesque architecture. This is a town in which 

Latin and Greek cultures coexist, intertwining the magical, mystical ceremonies of “Tarantismo” 

with the religious fervor felt in its churches.  

Wine tasting and a lovely passeggiata in Gallipoli’s old town, and an unforgettable lunch 

overlooking the Ionian Sea fill our afternoon. We stroll through the beautiful piazza in Nardó 

and visit the Jewish Museum in Santa Maria al Bagno. We arrive in Lecce, settle in and enjoy a 

typical Leccese cena. 

 

October 22 - Squinzano and the Puglia Cooking and Wine School 
Today we begin our day in the charming, picturesque village of Squinzano.  We meet the 

locals and the mamas who will teach us the secrets of the local cuisine. We learn to prepare a 

variety of local dishes in the cooking class and enjoy a variety of wines that pair with our 

culinary creations. In late afternoon, we return to Lecce and take to the cobblestoned streets to 

begin our tour of the Baroque capital of Puglia. Tonight we experience and join the evening 

passeggiata and enjoy an authentic pizza dinner. 

 

 

 



October 23 - Lecce, the city of Baroque Art 
Our very special local guide takes us through more of the old town where we discover all 

that has inspired artists over the centuries. A passeggiata through Old Town Lecce is a journey 

into the Baroque with its churches and palazzos, and a surprising Roman amphitheater in the 

heart of the city. We tour the Castello Carlo V, Teatro Romano, and discover the art of 

cartapesta. After lunch we are invited for tea served at a privately owned Aristocratic Palace. 

There is time before dinner on our own for shopping. A late evening tour of the Duomo and its 

crypt and perhaps a tour of the Jewish Museum or Archeological museum are options.  

 

OCTOBER 24 - LECCE and CHEESE tasting and free time 
We sample and learn all about the cheese produced from cows, sheep and goats. We also                

sample a variety of olive oils and will enjoy a tour of the property and a lovely lunch on site.  

The afternoon is free for shopping and packing and visiting museums of interest. Sadly our time 

in Puglia has come to an end. We will share our experiences and celebrate our time together at 

our Farewell dinner in Lecce. 

 

OCTOBER 25 - ARRIVEDERCI PUGLIA  

  



Registration Information 
Visit www.MagicalPuglia.com for registration forms 

 

Cost per person double room €3,190.00 

Cost per person in single room €3,490.00 

*FLIGHT NOT INCLUDED, we recommend you fly into Bari and fly out of Brindisi airports. 

 
WHAT IS INCLUDED IN YOUR TOUR  

Perhaps the most notable are the limited group size, the immense knowledge of our local tour guide and 
the hand picked drivers. 

● 3 nights in Polignano B&B Il Covo  
● 3 nights in Masseria Chicco Rizzo  
● 4 nights in B&B in Lecce UP-Suite 
● 1 cooking class with lunch included with COOKINPUGLIA 
● 1 bread cooking class at the Masseria  
● 1 olive oil tasting 
● 1 cheese tasting 
● 1 winery experience with lunch 
● 2 wine tasting experiences  
● Tea in an Aristocratic Palace in Lecce  
● 16 meals 
● Airport Pick up in BARI and drop off at BRINDISI airports 
● Ground transportation during the excursions 
● Guided tours of Alberobello, Cisternino, Matera, Altamura, Brindisi, Soleto, Sternatia, Martano, 

Otranto, Castro, Nardo, Gallipoli, Galatina, Lecce.  
The Tour is organic and so may take some interesting twists and turns! 

 
YLTOUR highly recommends travel insurance to assist you in the event of medical emergency, lost 
baggage, cancelled trip or any other trip related issue. 

YLTOUR reserves the right to make modifications and to make substitutions to the itinerary as necessary 
to improve the trip quality or to accommodate the comfort, convenience and well being of the travelers. 
In this event YLTOUR will always substitute an equal or better option. 
 
Reservations & Payment: 
A non refundable deposit of €950 per person is payable by Credit Card. Full payment (balance) must be 
received 60 days prior to departure - by August 15, 2019, the balance is also payable by credit card. Tour 
prices are quoted in euro.  
 
Cancellation fees 
Deposits are non-refundable. Refunds of final payment will be honored as follows: 
• Notice received between 31-60 days of scheduled tour departure: 50% refund  
• Notice received 30 days or less prior to scheduled tour departure: No refunds.  

http://www.magicalpuglia.com/

